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INTRODUCTION. Geography is a spere and
interesting subject that requires precision and clarity.
Whether it is a pilot navigating the skies, a cartographer
drawing a map, or a researcher writing a scientific
report, space, travellers analyze the route and time are
often limited. While the people are on the way they may
need knowledge about scripts on the map. This is
where abbreviations play a vital role. Geographical
abbreviations are shortened forms of terms used to
identify natural features, administrative regions, and
spatial coordinates.
Classification of Geographical Abbreviations
We can categorize these abbreviations into three main
groups:
Physical and Natural Features
These abbreviations describe the earth’s natural
landscape.
Mt./Mts. (Mountain/Mountains): Used globally,
such as Mt. Everest, Mt. Alps, and etc.

Riv. (River): Essential for hydrological mapping:

Riv.Amazon, Riv.Nile.
Pen. (Peninsula): Used to describe
surrounded by water on three
(e.g., Balkan Pen.).
Is. (Island): Crucial for maritime navigation.
Cartographic and Mathematical Terms
These are used to pinpoint an exact location on the
Earth’s surface using coordinates.
Lat./Long.: Latitude and Longitude are the
“DNA" of a location.
Alt./Elev.: Altitude and Elevation describe how
high a point is above sea level.
N, S, E, W: The cardinal directions are the most
universal abbreviations in human history.
It means like; North- N, South- S, West-W,
East- E.
Administrative and Political Units

land
sides

These abbreviations vary by country but are essential
for postal services and governance.

Reg./Prov.: Region or Province.

Dist.: District (In Uzbekistan, often used for

‘Tuman’).

St.: State or Street (depending on context).
One interesting aspect for researchers is how
abbreviations change across languages. For example, in
English, a village is abbreviated as “Vil.”, but in Uzbek,
we use "Q.” (Qishlog'i). In international scientific
papers, there is a push to use standardized English
abbreviations to ensure that a researcher in Tashkent
and a researcher in New York can understand the same
map.
Abbreviations in geographical terminology are more
than just “shortened words.” They are a specialized
language that allows for fast communication and clear
visualization of our world. As technology advances with
GPS and satellite imaging, the standardization of these
terms becomes even more critical for global connectivity.
The famous geographical abbreviations in the world are
following:
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization) - best known in geography for
designating World Heritage Sites (like Itchan Kala in
Khiva). They protect cultural and natural landmarks.
NGS (National Geographic Society) - one of the world’s
largest non-profit scientific and educational institutions.
They are the global leaders in geography, mapping, and
exploration.
UNICEF (United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund) - while they focus on children, they
are famous in geography for humanitarian mapping and
providing global data on demographics and health.
IGU (International Geographical Union) - the main
international body for professional geographers. they
organize the International Geographical Congress every
four years.
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NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration)
- very important for Satellite Geography and Remote
Sensing. Most of the Earth's maps we use today (like
Google Earth) rely on NASA satellite data.

WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature) - works
on Conservation Geography. They map endangered
species, forests, and oceans to protect the planet’s
biodiversity.

IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change)
- the leading international body for the assessment
of Climate Change. Their geographical models predict
how sea levels and temperatures will rise.

USGS (United States Geological Survey) - famous for
creating highly detailed topographic maps and studying
natural hazards like earthquakes and volcanoes
worldwide.

NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration) - they monitor the oceans and the
atmosphere. If you are studying the geography of
oceans (Oceanography) or weather, NOAA is the
primary source.

RGS (Royal Geographical Society) - based in London, it
is one of the oldest and most prestigious geographical
societies in the world, famous for historical explorations.
International organizations

like UNESCO and NGS use standardized
geographical terminology to coordinate global

efforts in protecting natural monuments and
mapping unexplored territories.
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